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Carleton Heights 
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December 2006


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Fellow curlers and club members:

I find it hard to believe that Christmas is close upon us and that my term as President is nearly half completed (there is some relief in that knowledge as well).  By the time you read this we should have heard one way or another whether we have received our Trillium grant.  The process undertaken to assess the current state of our ice-plant, write up a tender package, solicit bids and then write the Trillium grant application has indeed been a long one – but I believe it will be worth it in the end.  If we are successful the financial burden of replacing the brine piping system will be substantially reduced and Paul Douglas will begin to smile once again.  

Paul has done the club a great service in looking after our finances over the past couple of years.  His stewardship of our resources pretty much guarantees that you pay some of the lowest curling fees in the City of Ottawa.  So, the next time you see him, say thanks for doing a pretty thankless job (you don’t see pictures of the club treasurers lining the walls do you?).  There are some other people to thank but I’ll do that for you – or you can, their names are posted on the board next to the cloakroom.  It is a real pleasure to work with the executive of this club (the ones who do the same job year after year) – so much so that I highly recommend taking on the responsibilities of the President.  I will be seeking out replacements for the position once I make it to the Past President’s position next year (this year you have to watch out for Tom – don’t let him buy you too many drinks close to the end of the year if you have a mind not to be on the executive).

The club is brimming with curlers these days thanks to the efforts of Don Richardson who made sure that some of the exiles from Hylands were easily accommodated and made to feel welcome here at Carleton Heights.  You may have noticed the new benches in the locker rooms – also the work of Don and a few volunteers who won them in an auction at Hylands and then moved them to the club.  If there is money available after the summer renovation of the ice plant we want to look at sprucing up the locker rooms to match the nice new benches.

I want to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year.  I look forward to meeting most of you on a sheet of ice sometime between now and the beginning of golf season next year. 

Patrick Dawson, President

50 AND STILL GROWING!!

We are now in our 51st. year and we are attracting even more members.  The unfortunate demise of Hylands Curling Club found many curlers looking for a new home.  Welcome to the 65 curlers that now grace our club.  We all hope you will make this your place to curl for many years to come.

We have purchased a defibrillator and we will have the bar staff and some members trained in its use by Christmas.

My bartenders,  Sandra, Angela, Jennifer and Angus are back again this year and my cleaner and catering assistant Diana, and I thank you for your continued cooperation and look forward to making the rest of the year enjoyable.   
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Don Richardson, Club Manager

STILL TO COME THIS YEAR AT CHCC

December 9 - Curling Clinic

December 13 - Day Men’s Metro

December 13 - Business Women’s Christmas Party

December 14 - Day Ladies Christmas Lunch

December 15 - Day Men’s Fun Spiel

December 15 - Friday Mixed Christmas Party

December 21 - Day Men’s Friendly vs Navan

January 6 - Branch Governor General Centre Playdowns

January 18 & 20 - OVCA Mixed Bonspiel

January 25  - Day Men’s Invitational Bonspiel

February 1 - 3 Crystal Heart Bonspiel

February 7 - Day Ladies Invitational Bonspiel

February 17 - Bantam Bonspiel

February 24, 25 - Junior & Bantam Mixed Zones

February 28 - Day Ladies vs Day Men Challenge

March 3 - LCA McCallum Philly Championships

March 6 - Ottawa Ladies Inter-Club Bonspiel



March 7 - Day Men’s Metro

March 13 -18 - Men’s City of Ottawa

March 16 - George Caskey Trophy - Day Ladies vs Business Women

March 20 - LCA MacDonald-Paterson-Roy

March 31 - Bonspiel for Breast Cancer Research 

*April 17 - Day Ladies Closing Dinner

*April 18 - Business Women’s Closing Dinner

April 8 – 26 - Club Championship Bonspiel

April 20 - Day Men’s Closing Party

*April 20 - Friday Mixed Closing Dinner

April 29 - Bartenders Spiel


May 2 - Club Championship Finals

May 3 - Open Leagues Closing BBQ

June 11 – Golf Tournament

* Date not yet finalized

PRO SHOP

This year CHCC has an even larger stock of equipment  and orders are welcomed.

Two special items in stock for Christmas are Asham Ice Buckets and Wine Stoppers.  Balance Plus Brooms also add colour under the tree. 

RENTAL LEAGUES AND BONSPIELS

The following rental leagues are part of our curling family:

Carleton Tavern - Sunday morning

Canada Patent Office - Sunday evening

Don Stahan   - Monday afternoon

Bill’s League - Monday evening

DARA   - Tuesday evening

Hylands Senior Mixed - Tuesday & Thursday Afternoon

Bob Bullock  - Wednesday morning

DND  - Wednasday evening

Corporate League  - Thursday evening

Les Balayeux  - Friday evening

SATURDAY BONSPIELS

December 16 - St. Leonard’s Catholic School

January 13  - OSSTCA

January 27  - SCRA

February 10  - WSIB 

March 3  - DSS

March 10 - DARA

March 24 - Christopher Leadership

April 21 - Les Balayeux

April 28 - DARA 

CLUB FINANCES
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 The Club continues to do well. It made a modest profit for the year ended August 31, 2006. Our membership and rental leagues returned to the strong levels of last year and have been increased by an influx of day curlers from Hylands. There will be better than anticipated membership revenues. This membership should increase our bar, food and equipment sales.  

The Board of Directors has approved a break even budget for 2006/2007 which also provides capital funds to pay the OVCA loan instalments of $4000 and to meet future capital expenditures. The budget is based on last season’s actual results adjusted for known increases and expected increases in power costs. 

The Board has been gathering information about replacement costs for the under ice pipes and investigating the availability of grants to assist in the financing. The increased membership should allow the club to set aside additional money for this effort.

Paul Douglas, Treasurer

THE CURLING DELIVERY HAS EVOLVED – HOW ABOUT THE HACK LOCATION?

Most, if not all Curling clinics today teach and for some time have taught the no lift delivery.

Most experienced curlers who initially used the backswing, lift delivery now have converted to the no lift delivery.

The traditional layout of the left and right hacks on either side of the sheet centerline accommodated the backswing, lift delivery, allowing the travel of the rock to be swung directly over and its delivery started on the sheet centerline.

With the no lift delivery it is recommended that the rock be drawn back directly in front of the hack foot. With the current placement of the hack, (offset with respect to the sheet centerline) the result is a line of rock travel asymmetrical to the sheet centerline.   

The CCA General Rules under which the OCA operates permit the use of a single hack mounted on the sheet centerline. Would it not make sense to now provide only a single hack mounted on the centerline of the sheet so that the vast majority of curlers are once again starting their delivery on the sheet centerline?

We would be very interested in your thoughts on the matter. Please forward your comments to myself (doverton@videotron.ca) or Don Richardson (manager-carletonheightscc@bellnet.ca).

Given sufficient positive feedback we would investigate the possibility of installing the single hack next September for the 2007-2008 curling season.

Brian Overton, Ice Chair

MATCH CHAIR REPORT 

THE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP CLOSING BONSPIEL - April, 2006 

Final Games, Trophies and Prizes

The 2005-2006 Club Championship Bonspiel began on Sat. April 8 with four daytime draws, proceeded with a series of weekday evening draws, and concluded with four final games on Championship Night, Wed. April 26. 30 teams played in the Open Events (A,B, C,D, Flights) and 8 teams in the new Ladies Event.

The results of the 2006 Club Championship Bonspiel were as follows: 

A Event - Champions & Trophy Winners: 

Albert Cole, Brian  Overton, Greg Johnson, Wayne Cashman

Challengers: Christian Tolusso, Ritchie Gillan, Alex. Young, Kevin Rathwell

B Event- Winners:  Layne Noble, Bill Rogers, Graeme Gardner, Rick Somerville

Challengers:Ed Warren, Lanny Beischer, Dale Campbell,  Paul Meyer

C Event - Winners: Gary Attfield Jr.,Scott Rodgers, Cameron MacLean,Andrew Willman

Challengers: Rick Weber, Tom Hayward, Howard Friendly, Bernie Friendly, Andy Baldwin

D Event - Winners: Grant Seal, Glenn Seal, Jim Larocque, Leonard Graham

Challengers: Don Richardson, Angus MacLennan, Paul Douglas, Fred Schrie

Ladies Event - Winners: Tedde Barker, Christine Henry, Dawn Overton, Diana Urquhart, Joan Scharf, Barbara Baird


Challengers: Helen Blenkarn, Sheila Brady, Liz Curran, Shirley Petrie

The slightly altered format of the final games, the slight modification of the Bonspiel rules, the increased entry fees to $40 per team, the increased number of events, the increased amount of the money prizes, the fine ice conditions, the  good food, and the wide distribution of door prizes seemed to be acceptable to CHCC members.

Sponsors generously donating door prizes included  Asham Curling Supplies; Advanced Massage Therapy Clinic (Angela Warren, Therapist); Carafe Wine Makers; Capital Cleaning Solutions; Carleton Golf & Yacht Club; Colio Estates Wines; Hair World Ltd. & Esthetics (1642 Merivale Rd.); Horse & Buggy Brands; Heritage Breweries; Khalil Barbershop (1430 Prince of Wales); Labatt Breweries Canada; Lightning Brand Beverages; Molson Breweries; Old Grandad’s; Royal Lepage Team Realty (Sharon Richardson, Realtor); Spic & Span Carpet Cleaning, and  Tannis Trading.   A ticket was given to each person attending on Club Championship Night, and some 45 lucky winners drawn at random happily walked away with the many door prizes.  Each of the sponsors received a written note of appreciation for their contribution in making the 2006 Club Championship a success.

Special thanks once again to Don Richardson and Phil Bellissimo for their work on establishing, fine tuning,  and maintaining the draw schedules, to Phil and Richard Haliburton for championship ice conditions, to Don and his staff for collecting the fees, assisting with the paperwork and logistics,  and for providing good food and hospitality, to Glen Russell for Club Championship Night photography, and thanks to  all of you who readily offered advice and guidance in resolving   any complications that arose, thereby assuring that the 2006 Club Championship Bonspiel was a success.   

CHCC CAMPBELL FORD HOT SHOT FINAL 2006 PLAYDOWNS 

This is the second year that CHCC has run the Ford Hot Shot Event. In a series of 7 initial qualifying events held throughout the Club during March and April, 76 Club members from the various day & night and rental leagues took this year’s CHCC Campbell Ford Hot Shot challenge . The four highest scorers, Brian Prosser, Christian Tolusso, Gary E. Attfield, and Albert Cole then competed in a  Hot Shot Playdown round.  Christian Tolusso of our Junior League emerged as  the CHCC Campbell Ford Hot Shot. He received the a 2006 Ford Hot Shot certificate, pin, sports bag and sweater, and an entry in a national draw for the possible lease of a Ford Explorer. 

Joining us for the CHCC Campbell Ford Hot Shot Playdown that evening were Doug D.R. Heeney, Director, Fleet Management of Campbell Ford and Paula Crossman, also of Campbell Ford.  Doug and Paula enjoyed the event, took numerous photos,(which they have since sent us), and made several key presentations.  They made available the prizes for the Hot Shot Winner, Christian Tolusso and they also presented the set of Ford Explorer folding chairs to  Bas Adam of our Day Men's League, the lucky draw winner.  More importantly and generously, Doug Heeney, knowing that any profit from our CHCC Campbell Ford Hot Shot fees was being donated to the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation, he presented a $175 cheque for the Foundation to Sherry Ostrom, an organizing committee member of our Bonspiel for Breast Cancer at CHCC.

From the $5.00 fee that we levied on each Hot Shot participant, we paid the  required $175 Ford Hot Shot entry fee. The remaining $210 was donated to the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.

The CHCC Campbell Ford Hot Shot Challenge 2006 was a success and hopefully will be repeated next year.  Special thanks to Phil Bellissimo and Richard Haliburton for their extra effort in imbedding the 36 Hot Shot markers and for the numerous times that they were called upon to prepare the Hot Shot ice for qualifiers and playdowns. Many thanks also to our Hot Shot referees, Phil Bellissimo, Dan Cogliati, Eddie Flindal, Bill Keith, Barry Leach, Brian Overton, and Bob Watson.

We’re planning to run the Ford Hot Shot Competition at Carleton Heights again in 2007.  Watch for the notices and be sure that you sign up for good fun, prizes and boasting rights! 

THE JACK YOUNG MEMORIAL OPENING BONSPIEL - SEPTEMBER 2006

This annual Opening Fun Spiel held  Sept 18 -21  gave us a chance to get reacquainted with old friends, meet new ones, and get ready for the season.

Using a single 7:00PM draw, we could accommodate 64 players. 32 members joined in the Spiel. Others  probably  thought that it  was too early to be curling. Those that signed up were matched in teams, relatively well balanced in  skill and representative of a cross-section of the Club membership. Opening Draws were 6 teams on Monday and 2 on Tuesday. On Wednesday , all teams played in the finals. Snacks were provided by the Club on Wednesday, with a 50/50 Draw partially offsetting costs. 

The   Jack Young Memorial Plaque was  presented by Jack’s wife, Cathy Young , to the supposedly winning Team, but it was soon discovered that a scoring error had occurred and the Jack Young Memorial Plaque rapidly and rightfully presented to the winning team.  This was a fine start to the new Season.

OTHER  CHCC FALL BONSPIELS 

Two additional spiels were advertised and organized for this Fall.  A Competitive Cash Spiel and a CHCC SKINS SPIEL were both available to all CHCC leagues and rentals. However, the low number of interested entrants meant that these two Spiels were cancelled.

Richard Huyda, Match Chair

BONSPIEL FOR BREAST CANCER,

MARCH 31, 2007 
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CONGRATULATIONS CARLETON HEIGHTS!!!

"23 IN 7" AND "103 IN 50".............

We Raised $23,000 in our 7th year, bringing our grand total to $103,000 in the club's  50t year!!!!!!!!

Thank you to all members and friends of Carleton Heights, everyone makes such a huge difference in the success of our annual fundraiser.

Our date is set for March 31, 2007.....please give generously to the fight against breast cancer*.

Sincerely,

THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE FOR THE BONPSIEL FOR BREAST CANCER

Leona Duncan, Sherry Ostrom, Sandy Mutart and Sue MacLatchy

* All proceeds from our bonspiel are donated to the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation www.cbcf.ca

GOLF TOURNAMENT – JUNE 11, 2007  

The CHCC Golf Tournament will be held at Mississippi Golf Course on Monday, June 11, 2007.  Shotgun start at 1:00 PM.

Fees include golf, dinner and prizes.  Cost is $70 per person until the closing BBQ on April 26, and $80 per person afterward.

For more information contact:  Kevin Ferguson  (days)  613 738-1338 x3212  (evenings)  613 692-3271  (email)  kevin.ferguson@cognos.com  


DAY LADIES

Our 2006-07 year is off to a good start, thanks to the hard work of our Match chair, Mary Ellen Ward and her committee. We started the curling season with several clinics and Jitney days, a perfect chance for new and returning curlers to get the feel of the ice and refresh forgotten muscles. Our Tuesday draw has 14 teams competing for the Whitman trophy & the Thursday draw has 13 teams competing for the Cribb/Rosebowl. The winners will be announced after our final games on December 7th and 12th.

The CHCC Day Ladies are very active bonspielers, and many have been involved in invitationals hosted by other clubs, as well as events put on by  the LCA and Interclub. We may not have brought home the trophies, but have so enjoyed the experience!  We’re all winners at heart, and looking forward to more great curling in the new year.

Carol Russell, President, Day Ladies

THURSDAY OPEN LEAGUE

The Thursday Open League is operating this year with a reduced number of teams (20 vs 23) and a reduced schedule (no Wednesday at 9pm draw). This has had a minimum impact on club revenues as Don Richardson has back filled the Wednesday 9pm draw with a rental league. The elimination of the Wednesday 9pm draw has also met with general approval of the Thursday league members as they now play less 9pm games and have gained stability with their weekly schedule.

The first draw is complete and the Tom Hayward team is in first place of Division 1. Congratulations go to the Ed Warren, Sandy Mutart and Gerald Fallu teams who have been promoted to Division 1 for draw 2.

Morris Forgues has recorded the best Draw to the Button by covering the pin. This improves on his draw from last year when he came with in 1 inch of covering the pin.

The league members have responded favorably to the club changes that have been implemented for league play. The earlier 7pm draw start time and the automatic bell ringing policies have enhanced the members curling satisfaction.

Brian Prosser, Thursday Open Coordinator

A MESSAGE CONCERNING THE CURL IN OUR ROCKS

There has been some discussion of late concerning the amount of curl in our rocks since they were turned over for the Junior Superspiel.  I would lke to provide a little background to the issue and to provide some information about where we intend to go from here to improve the reliability of the conditions you currently enjoy.

All curling stones have two running surfaces and can be flipped, when one of the surfaces becomes worn, polished or pitted, to extend the operational life of the stone.  We have four sets of rocks at our club – two quarried from Red Trefor granite and two from Blue Trefor granite.  These stones have one ‘old’ side of the original granite (that comprises most of the stone) and one ‘new’ side that is an insert of granite from another source (Blue Hone granite from Ailsa Craig, commonly used for this purpose).  The Blue Hone granite has a much finer grain than the Trefor granite and is less susceptible to pitting (caused by the freeze-thaw cycle in the pores of the stone).  

The Blue Hone granite provides a better running surface, but makes a weaker striking surface that is prone to chipping.  The running surface on any stone eventually flattens out (over a fairly long period of time) or fills up with the same material that clogs up your broom fabric (and the knee of your pants or the top of your trailing shoe).  The filling of the pores is somewhat like polishing the surface and has the undesireable effect of reducing the amount of curl in the stone.  The inserts are periodically sanded to eliminate the filler that has built up over time and to even out the width of the running surface to 5.5mm.  The running surface is the ring on the bottom of the stone as seen in the photo below.
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Figure 1: The running and striking surfaces of a curling stone

 Source: www.canadacurlingstone.on.ca/curlingstoneinfo
For more information on granite and curling stones visit the Canada Curling Stone website at http://www.canadacurlingstone.on.ca/main.htm
Here’s what we plan to do:

According to Brian Overton, the club’s Ice Chair:

The handles on all the rocks have been returned      to the original side and the running surfaces on the inserts were reconditioned. The original granite side running surface have been lightly reworked on the rocks where a couple of inconsistencies had been detected.

What we would like to do now is to see how much difference there is between what is happening on the refinished insert side compared to the ‘old’ granite side.  I would like to ask you to keep an open mind about this test and provide reliable feedback to the Ice Chair (Brian Overton) once we have had a chance to evaluate the rocks over a sufficient period of time (perhaps two or three weeks to account for varied ice conditions). 

It has been decided already that we will need to recondition the insert-side running surfaces every six months to keep them in very good condition.  It is believed that the Trefor side of the stone would quickly pit were we to use it on a regular basis and we would lose the perceived ‘better curl’ we are now experiencing within six months.

Your club executive and most especially the ice maintenance crew have no interest in keeping our members in the dark about a perceived good or a bad side of the stones.  Stones are important in any club and we certainly want ours to be in the best possible condition given our financial circumstances (it would be prohibitivly expensive [$1200/sheet] to recondition the rocks every year – nor is that necessary, see the website above).  

Rest assured that there is no conspiracy to make members use the worn side of the stone while the high profile bonspiels get to use the fresh side.  I invite your informed comment on the performance of our rocks, or the condition of the ice (or any other club improvement suggestion - or cash donation you’d care to make). I promise you that we are listening to those comments, after all, we curl with you – not against you (at least in the truest sense of club competition).

Patrick Dawson, President

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter.  If you are interested in contributing to the next edition of our Club newsletter, please contact either myself or Don Richardson.  We would love to hear from you.

Leona Duncan, Membership Chair
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